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America’s Strength Film Premier Focuses on Successes                          of People with Disabilities in the Workplace
 WASHINGTON - America’s Strength, a documentary that tells the success stories of people with disabilities who play a major part in America’s workforce, premiered October 15, 2008 at SunTrust Bank, 1445 New York Ave., NW in Washington, D.C.  The film, funded in part by the U.S. Department of Education Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services and produced by Neil Romano, president of The Romano Group and America’s Strength Foundation, also presented success stories from several national corporations, research findings and best practices that demonstrate that the hiring and advancement of people with disabilities is good business.  

The invitation only event was hosted by SunTrust Banks, Inc. and the Virginia Commonwealth University Rehabilitation Research and Training Center.  Eighty five people attended the premier including John Hagar, former Lieutenant Governor of Virginia and former Assistant Secretary within the United States Department of Education.  Jennifer Sheehy, Acting Director of the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research introduced Mr. Romano, who is also the Assistant Secretary of the Office of Disability Employment Policy, U.S. Department of Labor.

"Virginia Commonwealth University and the team led by Paul Wehman, Ph.D. have demonstrated with this film that business has a vital role to play in the lives of people with disabilities in America,” said Mr. Romano.  “I am thrilled to have played a part in this important project and believe this film will provide its viewers with a new perspective and appreciation of the value people with disabilities can bring to our society."   For information about the distribution of the film, contact Mr. Romano’s office at (202) 693-7880.

Mr. Romano has spent the past several years researching the attitudes of consumers about companies that hire people with disabilities, as well as corporate best practices for employing and 
-more-
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retaining individuals with disabilities.  He founded America’s Strength Foundation, a private organization designed to help people with disabilities find main-stream employment.

The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) is a national leader in sponsoring research in areas of employment; health and function; technology; independent living and community integration; and other associated disability research areas.


The Virginia Commonwealth University - Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Workplace Supports and Job Retention (VCU-RRTC), funded by NIDRR, researches and disseminates best practices for establishing supports that will advance the employment of people with disabilities. To assist in their mission and goals, the VCU-RRTC collaborates with experts in business and industry; rehabilitation, education and employment professionals; and the disability community.


SunTrust Banks, Inc., headquartered in Atlanta, is one of the nation's largest banking organizations, serving a broad range of consumer, commercial, corporate and institutional clients. The Company operates an extensive branch and ATM network throughout the high-growth Southeast and Mid-Atlantic states and a full array of technology-based, 24-hour delivery channels.  The Company also serves customers in selected markets nationally.  Through its Accessing Community Talent program, SunTrust seeks to increase the employment of people with disabilities in SunTrust’s workforce through education and resources.
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