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General Test Taking Strategies:

Foundational Principles for All Students

· Multiple Choice Exams

· Managing the Exam

A.
Pre-Test Considerations

B.
Strategy for Proceeding

C.
Activity versus Passivity

· Question Types

A.
Type A - One Best Answer

B.
Type A - Negative - One Best Answer

C.
Type K - Multiple True-False

D.
Type B - Matching

E. Type C - Matching

· Special Situations

· Question Types

A.
Type A - One Best Answer
DIRECTIONS:  Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by five suggested answers or completions.  Select the one that is BEST in each case.  

STEM:
The release of carbon dioxide from blood in pulmonary capillaries is retarded by:

           OPTIONS: 
A
the simultaneous absorption of oxygen.  


B
any increase in the alveolar carbon-dioxide tension.


C
carbonic anhydrase.


D
the chloride shift.


E
the buffer effect of hemoglobin.

B.
Type A - Negative - One Best Answer
DIRECTIONS:  Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by five suggested answers or completions.  Select the one that is BEST in each case.  

STEM:
A human infant (aged 3 to 24 months) who is separated from his mother and a secure environment for a prolonged period is LEAST likely to show:

OPTIONS:





A
apathy and withdrawal.


B
compulsive interest in food.


C
inability to give and receive affection.


D
retardation in skeletal growth.


E
speech difficulties.

C.
Type K - Multiple True-False
DIRECTIONS:  For each of the questions or incomplete statements below, ONE or MORE of the answers or completions given is correct.  Select:

SECONDARY OPTION:


A
if only 1, 2, and 3 are correct,

 (combinations)
B
if only 1 and 3 are correct,


C
if only 2 and 4 are correct,


D
if only 4 is correct,


E
if all are correct.  

STEM:
The molecular weight of a protein may be estimated by:

PRIMARY OPTIONS:






1.
infrared analysis.

2.
ultracentrifugation.

3.
electrophoresis.

4.
gel filtration.

D.
Type B - Matching
DIRECTIONS:  Each group of questions below consists of five lettered headings or a diagram or table with five lettered components, followed by a list of numbered words, phrases or statements.  For each numbered word, phrase or statement, select the one lettered heading or lettered component that is most closely associated with it.  Each lettered heading or lettered component may be selected once, more than once, or not at all.  

Questions 19-21
For each region, indicate the epithelium that would usually be expected.  

A
Stratified squamous.

B
Transitional.

C
Simple columnar.

D
Simple cuboidal.

E
Pseudostratified ciliated columnar.

19.
The primary bronchus.

20.
The ileocolic junction.

21.
The proximal part of the femal urethra.  

E.
Type C - Matching
DIRECTIONS:  Each set of lettered headings below is followed by a list of numbered words or phrases.  For each numbered word or phrase select:

A
if the item is associated with (A) only,

B
if the item is associated with (B) only,

C
if the item is associated with both (A) and (B),

D
if the item is associated with neither (A) nor (B).  

Questions 31-33
A
Chronic granulocytic leukemia.

B
Acute leukemia.

C
Both.

D
Neither.

31.
Chromosomal errors in leukemic cells.

32.
Ph1 (Philadelphia) chromosome (G group deletion).

33.
Down's syndrome (mongolism).

· Specialty Situations

A.
Principal Players
When using an electronic cell counter, which of the following results can occur in the presence of a cold agglutinin.



A. 
increased MCV and decreased RBC



B.
increased MCV and normal RBC



C.
decreased MCV and increased RBC



D.
decreased MCV and RBC

B.
Absurd Options
An abdominal fluid is submitted from surgery.  The physcian wants to determine if this fluid could be urine.  The technologist should:



A. 
perform a culture

B. smell the fluid

C. test for urea, creatinine, sodium, and 
chloride

D. test for protein, glucose and pH
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