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Advanced Test Taking Strategies for Undergraduate Students

· Test Wiseness Cues





A.
Opposites or Contradictory Pairs





B.
Common likeness (all but one)





C.
Middle or Moderate Value





D.
Association

· Strategies of Last Resort





A.
Option Length





B.
Middle Value





C.
Letter of the Day





D.
Association (stem option)

· Sample Questions

· Test Wiseness Cues

The following are examples of different types of cues found occasionally in multiple choice questions.  

Select the BEST answer for each question.

A.
Opposites or Contradictory Pairs

Magnetic Hill near Moncton appears to run:



a.
upward but actually downward 



b.
in a twisting and sloping manner



c.
through a bed of lava type rock



d.
downward but actually upward

B.
Common Likeness (all but one)

Youngsters who are raised in very restrictive conditions, show all but one of 
the following:



a.
weaknesses in social awareness.



b.
impulsive behavior.



c.
deficiencies problem-solving abilities.



d.
increased resistance to stress and disease.



e.
disturbances in their sensory systems

C.
Middle or Moderate Value

The XYY male is:  



a.
not found in the black race.



b.
always of subnormal intelligence.



c.
several inches taller than the average male.



d.
found to have an abnormal penis.



e.
invariably associated with aggressive behavior.  

D.
Association

The main purpose of "el Plan Cardolian", first instituted in 1963 and later 
discarded as a failure in 1969, was to:



a.   increase tourism in Canada.



b.   increase beef production in Australia.



c.   increase wheat production in Brazil.  



d.   improve economic conditions in South Africa.

· Strategies of Last Resort

A.
Option Length


A patient with polycystic ovary syndrome is most likely to have which of the 
following findings?  


a.
Deepening of the voice, enlargement of the clitoris, and a high 




testosterone level



b.
Oligomenorrhea, obesity, a high luteinizing hormone (LH) level, and a low follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) level



c.
Amenorrhea, acne, a low LH level, and a low FSH level



d.
Facial hirsutism, acne, and increased urinary pregnanetriol and 




17-ketosteroids



e.
Facial hirsutism, normal menstrual periods, and normal levels of 




FSH, LH, and testosterone

B.
Middle Value


A child learns the concept of quantity or volume conservation at the age of 


approximately:



a.
1



b.
3



c.
6



d.
10



e.
14

C.
Letter of the Day



Be consistent!

D.
Association (stem option)


The definitive diagnosis of pulmonary embolism is best made by:



a.
arterial blood gas analysis



b.
chest x-ray



c.
electrocardiography



d.
nuclear scanning of the lung



e.
pulmonary arteriography

· Strategies Practice Exam
Select the ONE lettered answer that is BEST in each case. 

1.
Tumors that are somewhat responsive to therapy and should be investigated in patients with carcinoma of unknown primary origin include all of the following EXCEPT:



a.
adenocarcinoma of the prostate gland



b.
adenocarcinoma of the lung



c.
adenocarcinoma of the breast



d.
germ cell carcinoma



e.
thyroid carcinoma

2.
The purpose of preoperative skin preparation is to:



a.
reduce the number of microorganisms.



b.
remove all resident bacteria.



c.
render the skin sterile.



d.
accomplish all of the above.

3.
The country of Frankton was particularly influential in early 19th century economic policy.  This influence has been of great interest to historians since the population of Frankton was less than:



a.
20,000.  



b.
 2,000.



c.
15,000.



d.
10,000.

4.
In a recent article published in the British Journal of Psychiatric Modalities, the authors compared thirteen widely used psychological interventions and found that:



a.
Americans did not use Gestalt therapy. 



b.
Freud's psychoanalytic approach took too long and produced no 




cures.



c.
Carl Rogers' client-centered counseling was uniquely successful.  


d.
Glasser's Reality therapy could not be used on clients with IQ's.  




under 90

5.
The David Act, adopted by Congress in the early twentieth century, became a significant piece of legislation because of an amendment attached to the bill.  This amendment:



a.
provided assistance for new public schools.



b.
established the selective service system.



c.
prohibited the manufacture, sale, transportation or use of several 



specific drugs that were being used for non-medical purposes.



d.
established a minimum wage.

6.
Cells that look like the parent cells are called:



a.
undifferentiated



b.
anaplastic



c.
well-differentiated



d.
pseudopodia

7.
Mr. C. is a 50 y.o. bank executive scheduled for gastrectomy.  He is 70 lbs. overweight and smokes 2 1/2 packs of cigarettes/day.  Areas of preop teaching important for Mr. C. would include all the following except:



a.
use of the incentive spirometer.



b.
how much pain he should expect.



c.
how to log-roll to get out of bed.



d.
leg exercises.

8.
The government policy-making process depends on the relationships and interaction of the:



a.
executive branch and the legislative branch



b.
judicial branch only



c.
legislative branch only



d.
the executive, judicial, and legislative branches

9.
The amount of money spent by the country of Zaire for per/capita education during 1970 was more than:



a.
.25 dollars.



b.
.95 dollars.



c.
.12 dollars.



d.
.05 dollars. 

10.
The Calamer rock formations of the earth are found between the depths of:



a.
four and five miles.



b.
two and seven miles.



c.
three and six miles.



d.
one and eight miles.

11.
The pH of acidulated fluoride gels is in the range of:



a.
1 to 3.



b.
3 to 5.



c.
5 to 7.



d.
7 to 9.



e.
9 to 11.   
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